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TRANS-CONTINENTAL RAILROADS IN AUSTRALIA. 

No railroad lines have yet been extended across the continent 
of Australia. In view of the recent union of the five colonies as 
States of the Commonwealth and of the growing importance of 
West Australia, with its vast resources in gold, the necessity for 
closer communications between all parts of the continent is being 
impressed upon the people by their leading men. Plans have been 
formulated for three trans-continental railroad lines, and, accord- 
ing to the Australian press, one or all of them will soon be carried 
out. The accompanying map shows the routes of the proposed 
railroads. It is expected that the route to be extended across the 
southern part of the continent will first be built. 

Sir John Forrest, the first Minister of Defence of the Common- 
wealth, is the author of the project to extend the southern system 
of railroads across the south part of the continent connecting Syd- 
ney on the east and Fremantle on the west coast. Port Augusta, 
in South Australia, the outlet for the pastoral regions west and the 
wheat lands northwest of it, is now the western terminus of the 
South Australian railroads. A line — 1,068 miles in length — is to be 
built along the coast on the southern edge of the Great Victoria 
desert to Eucla, a little fort on the frontier between West Australia 
and South Australia, and thence northwest to the well-known gold 
mining centre of Calgoorlie, which already has a railroad connecting 
it with Perth, the capital of West Australia, and the port of Fre- 
mantle. This line along the level coast may be quite cheaply con- 
structed, the cost being estimated at something over $10,000,000. 

A railroad is in operation between Adelaide, Port Augusta, and 
the town of Oodnadatta, South Australia. The best harbour on 
the north coast is Port Darwin, -the outlet for neighbouring gold 
and tin mines and the landing-place of two of the cables that con- 
nect Europe with Australia. A railroad from Port Darwin, 145 
miles long, extends to Pine Creek, in the heart of the mining 
region. Pine Creek and Oodnadatta are to be the terminal points 
of the north and south railroad across the heart of Australia. Ade- 
laide, on the south coast, will thus be connected with Port' Darwin 
by a continuous rail route 1,896 miles in length. 

Plans have also been made for another north and south trans-con- 
tinental road to the east of the route just mentioned. The town of 
Bourke is now the terminus in the northwest of the railroad system 
of New South Wales. The proposed road is to be built in a com- 
paratively straight line between Bourke and Pine Creek. It will 
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be i, 600 miles long, and its completion will link Sydney with Port 
Darwin by a continuous railroad 2,247 miles in length. 

The first of these north and south railroads will be the shorter one, 
but it will have the disadvantage of passing through the uninhabited 
and worthless desert of Central Australia. The longer route between 
Sydney and Port Darwin will have the advantage of passing, in its 
southern portion, through a great region of grazing lands, whose 
utility may be largely enhanced by the development of artesian wells. 
It may also be easily reached from the east coast ports by the exten- 
sion of the present Queensland lines, which are shown on the map. 




EXISTING AND PROPOSED RAILROADS IN AUSTRALIA. 

The trans-continental connections with Port Darwin are expected 
to have a great effect upon the fortunes of that port, which now 
merely serves the needs of a few thousand miners in the most iso- 
lated part of the continent. It is probable that after Sydney, 
Melbourne, and Adelaide are thus connected by rail with Port Dar- 
win, that town will become the terminal port in Australia of a 
steamship line plying to Port Arthur, China, where freight may be 
transferred to and from, through European trains, by way of the 
Manchurian and Siberian railroads, thus greatly shortening the 
time between Australia and the ports of northwest Europe. 



